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STAT

" A free exchange of ideas on the is zssues of the day

. .By EDWARD P. BOLAND i %o

\ In the past several years the i in-
.tél\lgence activities of the U.S. gov-"
ernment have been exposed to the |

light of public scrutiny to a degree |

- never before -witnessed, in thxs or.
.any ‘other countty, -
. Presidential’ comm'ssmns,\con-
; g-resslonal committees, judicial deci-
sions, mvestxgatwe reporters ‘have
all, at one time or another, given us,
. a detailed glimpse of the day-to-day
_practices of- our mtelllgence .agen-
cies. g
To an unfortunate degree, some
of these practices were found want-
ing. — wanting in temrs of their
compatibility with American valués,
'morals, laws, and constltutlonal pre-
cepts i
- We have now I beheve, taken
the painful but necessary: steps to
bring a halt to such practices and to |
insure that they do not occur again, |
All of this has not taken place
without rancor, dmsweness, and
heated debate among our ,people ._
_and within the government.’’ g
. Significantly,” however,. :
* sides of the debate have always. pro-”
ceeded on the unquestloned assum-
ption that it is' both necessary’ and
, proper for this coun;ry to possesa al
clandestme intelligence service.:';

-

".An effective clandestine semce

“is especlally lmportant to American
" interests in these troubled.times. A&
“recent  events, demonstrate, it’is"as]
: vital to our Security to possess ome
- insight_into_the  thought processes
j of seemingly-obsure. rehgxous fig-
.ures as it is to know the location of
! Soviet mlsslle‘hunchers Technical
i systems which ‘are purchased; quite’
properly, at significant. cost to Vde-,g

- termine the latter aré.of little use’ in]

e nation must rely on our clandes-

5eanmg the former. In such dreas;]
tme service. vt mﬂm&J

-

- lect intelligence- information.- Ob-

~ dercover intelligence agents. Not

. disrupted, service morale is lowered,
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_* The operating heart of any such’
service is the use of undercover
agents and officers overseas to cols

viously, if the names of these people
are spread upon the public record,
their usefulness is ended and the ef-
fectiveness of the’ clandestme serv-
ice is'diminished. " .
In. the past few yea.rs that is
preclsely what has been occuring. A
small number of Americans, includ-
ing some former mtelhgence agen-
cy-employees, have been engaged in
a. systematlc -effort to destroy. the
ability of ‘6ur intelligence agencies
tos collect jhformation secretly by
dxsclosmg the names of overseas un-

only are legitimate intelligence ac-
tivities thwarted, but the careers of
dedicated mtelhgence officers are

sthe taxpayer” smoneyns ‘'wasted, and
= perhaps ‘most important — lwesﬁ
__are directly placed in danger R

- ‘In"my opinion and,: Ethmk m
tl;e opinion .of .the overwhelmmg
majority of the American -people,
‘unauthorizéd’ disclosiire of the
“names -of  undercover mtelhgence
agents is a pernicious act that
serves no useful informing function

-whatsoever. It-does not alert us to |

abuses; it does-not further civil.lib-:
erties; it does not bring clarity tois:;
sues of national policy; it does not
‘enlighten public debate; and it does-
not contribute‘one. iota to the goal
of an educated,a d,,qnfonned elec-
mmte o yg ‘:‘ "5"-«. \‘j
Whatever the motlves of .those
engaged insuch. aetivity, the only |
‘result. is.the complet “disruption of |
.our legmmate mtelbgence collec-
-tion, programs — y 0grams that]
“bear. the, unpnmat -of ithe Con-,
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CIA,hllI - the need is now. ..,

- telligence agents. Different penal-

gress,gthe Presxdent,» e Amer-
ican .people..Such a‘:res lt.}benefxts*
110 one: but.our, adversRribs:; i iiiiad
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- Later: this_month legislation to
combat such disclosures will be de--
-bated on the floor of the House of
.Representatwes Under consid-
-eration will be H.R. 5615. The, In-
telligence Identities Protection Act,
“a-bill .which has been.reported fa-
vorably, after several days of hear-
ings, by.the-House Permanent Se-
lect Committee on Intelligence,
which I chair, and the. House Judl-
ciary Commxttee. T e e
... This bill would make it.a crime
o disclose any information. that,
identifies covert .United States in--

ties and clements of proof are es-
tablished depending on. whether the
defendant was a present or. former.
government employee. who acquired
'his information from authorized ac-
«cess _to-classified information,. ¢ or
whether, the  defendant derived the:
information dnsclosed from non-
classified sources. . !

- The publishers of the “COVER :

;ACTION INFORMATION BULLE-’
TIN”, and Similar g'roupswoontend
‘that- they; fall into:the latter cate-«
gory*They:tlaim they- can*discover*
-the identities of our undercover

‘agents by diligently-studying pre-.|

,vnously “published diplomatic.lists’
.and biogra ghlca! registers.and com-
paring. and collating . the. ‘informa-
;tion contained therein " with..other;
;publicly available information. Hay-;
_Ing had no access to cldssified mfor-
.mation, the¥ claim it is unconstltu-t
: tlonal to.prohibit their disclosures. ;
“In _recént:days, many*news-
pxpers. while denonncmg such’arti-»|
.cles, have also stated: that:the ‘pro-
‘posed legislation Violates. the: First:)
:Amendment.-I’ respectnfully dis--
.agree. HR.'5615 is a caret‘ullyh
.crafted hmnted solution to.
.gent or grave p'roblemf It
to an evnl the
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